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Legislative District Maps
 

A Story of Framework Data Use



Maps are Part of the Legislature’s Website
• Originally 90 Web Maps

• Switched in 2022 to two 
ArcGIS Dashboards

• URL Parameters
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The Start of a New Idea
• One request for layers in 

district map led to many more

• ArcGIS Sidebar Instant App

• Data Sources:
• Metro
• State of Oregon
• Federal Government

LEGISLATIVE POLICY AND RESEARCH OFFICE



Could We Do This For All Districts?
• Need datasets that are:

• Authoritative
• Statewide
• Regularly Updated
• Span policy areas
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Enter GeoHub
GeoHub “is built to organize 
authoritative data by 
Framework themes and 
provide users a searchable 
catalog to locate and access 
data.”
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The New District Map
• One Sidebar ArcGIS Instant App

• URL Parameters

• Data Sources:
• State of Oregon
• Federal Government
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Reflections on Using GeoHub
and Areas for Improvement as a Data Steward



My Initial Questions
• Who is this data coming from?

• Steward versus Custodian

• How is it compiled?

• When was the data last updated?

• How often is it updated?
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Does the Metadata Help?
Yes…

But wow it is dense…

And not all process elements are 
easily understandable

Oregon Metadata Standards
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https://geo.maps.arcgis.com/sharing/rest/content/items/2718b5c38686415d9d5d1919805b05ca/data


How Am I Doing?
• Short description

• Data updated date

• Missing license

• No attribute labels

• Attribute descriptions
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Where Are These Dates Set?
Published Date
• Published Date (Resource- Citation- Titles & Dates)

• Creation Date (Resource- Citation- Titles & Dates)

• Date item created

Data Updated
• Revision Date (Last modified if editor tracking enabled, for 

datasets only)

• Revision Date (Resource- Citation- Titles & Dates)

• Revision Date (Last opened or edited in ArcGIS Online)

• Date item modified
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Info Updated 
• Custom date (Metadata- Metadata Date, date 

metadata last edited)
• Date item modified

Data Update Frequency
• If frequency is set and a revision date is 

present, frequency displays (Resource- 
Maintenance)

Info Update Frequency
• If both frequency (Metadata- Maintenance) 

and a Custom date (Metadata- Metadata Date) 
are set, both display.

• If frequency is set (but not Custom date), 
frequency displays.

• If neither are set, the date that the metadata 
was last modified displays.



Attribute Names and Labels and Descriptions, Oh My
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Creating a Better Summary
• Most important elements of the metadata

• Accessible to any type of user

• Look at examples
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https://geo.maps.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=a6134ae01aad44c499d12feec782b386


Making a Map
Consider feature layer:

• Symbology
• Pop-ups
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How to update?
• Keep in mind impact to users

• Notify Geo team of changes
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Questions Going Forward



I Built a Map… Now What?
• Will the data automatically update?

• Will I have to swap in a new layer?

• Will things break due to updates?

• Is there a way to be notified about changes?
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What Does User Engagement Look Like?
• How do we know who is using a dataset?

• Is there a way to enable sign-ups?
• ArcGIS Hub
• List-serve

• Are there public bodies that already do this well?
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EMAIL: ariel.low@oregonlegislature.gov

PHONE: (503) 986-1558

Questions

mailto:ariel.low@oregonlegislature.gov
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